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We condemn the unprovoked and unjust attack on Ukraine, a sovereign state with a 

democratically elected government. Ukrainian people of all walks of life and all ethnicities, 

regardless of whether their native tongue is Ukrainian, Russian, Crimean Tatar, or any other 

language of this diverse, multicultural nation, have taken up arms to protect their land against the 

brutal onslaught by the Kremlin’s troops. As Ukrainians valiantly fight for their lives, they also 

fight for democracy, in a striking example of a citizenry ready to put everything on the line for 

values that transcend the personal and the local. We demand an end to the despicable attack led 

by the autocratic leadership of Russia.  We demand action by the international community to 

stop the assault and avoid the tragic loss of life. 

As scholars, we also condemn the distortion and attacks on Holocaust history and memory that 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has engaged in by claiming that Russia’s aim is to “de-Nazify” 

Ukraine. The history of Jewish life in the region is complex and includes periods of tremendous 

loss as well as cultural and religious development. The contemporary Ukrainian state has no 

affinity with Nazism; both President Volodymyr Zelensky and recent Prime Minister Volodymyr 

Groysman are Jewish. Furthermore, a recent bombing of the capital of Kyiv—which damaged 

the Babyn Yar Holocaust Memorial site and killed at least five—demonstrates the continued 

threat posed by the Russian invasion to people, places, history, and memory. We will continue 

working to provide relief and assistance to Ukrainian refugee students and scholars whose lives 

have been disrupted by war. 

 We stand in solidarity with the people of Ukraine. 
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